
	  
	  
	  
Memo	  
	  
To: 8th grade students and their families 
From: Jon Moody, Principal 
Re: 2014-15 School-Year & MHS Proficiency Based Learning Transition 
Date: 5-23-14 
 

 
 

The purpose of this memo is to update you on Messalonskee High School’s transition to a proficiency-
based learning system where students demonstrate mastery on standards (as outlined in state law, 
LD1422).  Last week I informed parents of adjustments we were making to our implementation at MHS 
during our parent advisory meeting and later met with students from the class of 2018.  This letter 
comes on the heels of those meetings as a more comprehensive review of our work.  Please, as with all 
communication from MHS, do not hesitate to call me directly with any questions you have. 
 
Continuous Improvement:  It is important to note that we at MHS have worked very hard to follow 
the district’s vision of continuous improvement as we have moved to implement PBCL (Proficiency-
Based Customized Learning).  This memo and the adjustments we have made to implementation come 
as a result of a strong desire to ensure that we make this important change in a way that is best for our 
students and staff.  Throughout this process we have taken feedback from parents (monthly Parent 
Advisory meetings, surveys, etc.) and students (student advisory group, meeting with all 8th grade 
students).  We will continue to follow this process and seek feedback and involvement moving forward. 
 
MHS Grading:  Messalonskee High School will continue to use a dual system of reporting student 
progress.  All students will be scored in a 0-100 system in PowerSchool (primary reporting system), as 
well as having their progress toward proficiency on standards be updated in Educate bi-weekly.  This 
approach will allow staff to continue to use a scoring method that they are familiar with as we further 
focus our instruction on standards. All students will receive proficiency scores in Educate thus allowing 
us to certify proficiency on standards for graduation for students in the class of 2018 (per law).  This 
dual scoring system will remain in place through each of their years at MHS. 
 
MHS Transcript & GPA:  It has been and continues to be our intention to keep a traditional looking 
transcript (with courses and a GPA) that is easily recognizable by colleges and other post-secondary 
institutions, regardless of the reporting system we use (1-4 or 0-100).  Because we have decided to 
continue to utilize a dual-reporting system, with the 0-100 system in place, the current MHS transcript 
will remain in place without any significant changes.    
 
MHS Transition Update: We strongly believe that moving to a proficiency-based model built on 
quality standards, where we gradually raise the rigor, quality and consistency of instruction, is best for 
our students and our school.  I encourage you to help by reaching out and sharing your thoughts through 
email or by phone, or by actively participating in our parent advisory meetings in the future.   
 
MHS 8th Grade Parent Night:  Please join us on June 11th at 6:00 in the MHS Performing Arts Center 
for a more thorough explanation of next year and the opportunity to ask questions and to tour the school. 
We look forward to seeing you next month! 
 


